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OPIOID USE IN MONTANA

About Opioids:

Opioids are a class of drug that produces a variety of effects such as pain relief,
relaxation, or euphoria. Pharmaceutical opioids are prescribed by doctors to treat acute
or chronic pain (for example, oxycodone). lllicit opioids include illicitly manufactured
fentanyl and heroin. Both illicit and prescription opioids can lead to addiction.

Key Points:

In 2023, 185 Montanans died from a drug overdose. Of these drug overdose
deaths, 123 (68%) involved opioids.?

About $4.8 million was charged by Montana hospitals for opioid overdose-
related hospitalizations and emergency department visits in 2023.3

The Department of Public Health and Human Services, in conjunction with the
Montana Legislature, has worked to increase access to life-saving naloxone to
Montanans and empower Montanans to help each other prevent drug overdose
deaths. In 2023, over 78,000 naloxone kits were distributed throughout the state.*
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For more information on what the Department of Public Health and Human Services is

doing to address substance use disorder in Montana, please visit
https://dphhs.mt.gov/opioid

For more information contact Sandra Biller at Sandra.biller@mt.gov or call 406-444-3170.
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