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Title: SDMI 160 
Section: GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
Subject: PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 
Reference: 42 CFR § 435.1009, 435.1010, ARM 
37.82.1321 
SDMI Application: (01/28/2024)  
Effective Date: (9/1/2025) 
Supersedes: n/a 

 
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

 
Medicaid coverage is not available to inmates in public institutions. An inmate is someone who 
is involuntarily confined to a public institution, including individuals who are awaiting criminal 
proceedings, penal dispositions or other involuntary detainment determinations. An individual, 
who is voluntarily residing in a public institution, pending other arrangements, may be eligible 
for Medicaid. Individuals who are committed to Montana State Hospital or Montana Mental 
Health Nursing Center are not considered inmates but are also not eligible for Medicaid 
coverage if over age 21 but not yet age 65. 


