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Section 1:  Introduction and Background

1.01
Introduction

Pursuant to legislation outlined in HB 0213 establishing a southwestern Montana state veterans’ home a site selection committee appointed by Montana’s Governor has developed criteria to select a site for said facility (hereinafter referred to as “site”) in one of the following counties: Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, Jefferson, Madison, Powell or Silver Bow.  A portion of Cigarette Tax Money has been allocated for use in construction of the veterans’ home pending appropriation.
This solicitation of sites for the future veterans’ home in southwestern Montana is for sites only and not for design, construction or development of actual facility.  Municipalities, Counties, non profit or other private entities (hereinafter referred to as “Respondent”) encompassing, within or having interest in any of the above counties in Montana may submit a proposal subject to guidelines outlined within this RFP document.

1.02
Site Selection Committee

The following members make up the panel of commissioners (hereinafter referred to as the “Commission”) appointed by Governor Schweitzer to coordinate and select the site for the SW Montana Veterans’ Home:
Lyle Gillete


Voting Member

Thomas W. Straugh

Voting Member – Co-Chair

Bill Willing


Voting Member – Chair

Larry Lattin


Voting Member

Willie Blazer


Voting Member (will be replaced)
Robert Pavlovich

Voting Member

Jim Whaley


Non Voting Member

Dave Williamson

Non Voting Member

Gary Gaub 


Non Voting Member

1.03
Requests for Information/Clarification

Any requests for clarification or additional information regarding the submission of this RFP shall be directed to:


Jim Whaley


State of Montana

1520 East Sixth Avenue


A & E Division


P.O. Box 200103


Helena, Montana 59620


406.444.3106


jwaley@mt.gov
1.04
Submission of Proposal

Respondents are required to submit eight (8) bound copies of the proposal and one (1) CD or disk copy of the proposal.  All proposals must be received no later than 3:00 p.m. November 15, 2009.  Proposals should be directed to:


Jim Whaley


State of Montana


1520 East Sixth Avenue


A & E Division


P.O. Box 200103


Helena, Montana 59620


406.444.3106


jwaley@mt.gov
Proposals may be either mailed or hand-delivered.  The Respondent shall be responsible for actual delivery of the proposal to the proper office before the deadline.  Any proposals received after the deadline may be returned unopened.

The proposal must contain the signature of a duly authorized officer or agent of the Respondent empowered with the right to bind the Respondent to the proposal.

All proposals shall become the property of the State of Montana upon receipt.  The content of all proposals will be made public as reasonably particle.  Proposals may be withdrawn or modified in writing prior to the proposal submission deadline.  Proposals that are resubmitted or modified shall be sealed and submitted to the State of Montana prior to the proposal submission deadline.

1.05 
Schedule of Events 

Event






Date

Solicitation Released




November 2, 2009

Questions due from Respondents


November 20, 2009

Written Responses to Questions


December 1, 2009

Proposals Due 




January 5, 2010 
3 p.m.

Evaluate Proposals – Local Meetings

January 5 – February 28, 2010

Committee to evaluate and narrow sites

March 2010

Committee recommendation of Site


April 1, 2010

Section 2:  Administration Requirements

2.01
Scope of Terms and Conditions

The following terms and conditions shall govern the submission of proposals and any Agreement resulting from this procurement.  Respondents, by virtue of submission of a proposal, acknowledge and accept these Terms and Conditions.
2.02
Objective of Request for Proposal
The objective of this RFP is to provide sufficient information to enable qualified Respondents to submit written proposals.  The RFP is not a contractual offer or commitment to purchase a product.
All information must be legible.  Any and all corrections and or erasures must be initialed.  Each proposal shall be accompanied by a transmittal letter signed in ink by an authorized representative of the Respondent.  The contents of the proposal submitted by the successful Respondent of the RFP may become part of any contract awarded as a result of this solicitation.
2.03
Award of Selection

The appointed committee shall prepare and forward its designation of the most favorable location for the state veterans’ home to the governor no later than April 1, 2010.  The designation of the site selection committee is binding.

2.04
Addenda to the Request for Proposal

If it becomes necessary to revise any part of this RFP, an addendum will be posted on the A&E website and written addenda will be forwarded to each entity inquiring about the project proposal as well as the clerk of each of the counties named in HB0213.
2.05
Respondent Responsibility for Proposal Costs

Each respondent will be responsible for any and all costs incurred associated with the preparation of a proposal or negotiations prior to award of selection.
2.06
Economy of Proposals
Respondent must submit a complete and concise response to the RFP which will be retained by the State.  Proposals should be prepared simply and economically, while providing complete details of the necessary information requested.

2.07
Substantive Proposals
The Respondent shall certify (a) that Respondent’s proposal is genuine and is not made in the interest of, or on behalf of, an undisclosed entity, (b) that Respondent has not directly or indirectly induced or solicited any other Respondents to put in a false or a sham proposal; (c) that Respondent has not solicited or induced any other entity to refrain or abstain from proposing a proposal; and (d) that Respondent has not sought by collusion to obtain for themselves any advantage over any other Respondents.
2.08
Disclosure of Proposal Content
Respondents are advised that all proposal information will become public information and available to public upon request.

2.09 
Right to Reject Proposals and Negotiation 

The Commission and State reserve the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any formality in proposals received and to recommend and/or award acceptance of site if deemed in the best interest of the project.  Further, the Commission and State reserve the right to negotiate any and all elements of the proposal, if such action is deemed to be in the best interest of the project.
2.10
Selection Process
Attached as Exhibit A is House Bill 0213.  This act establishes a commission that has developed basic site selection criteria (Exhibit B) and who have developed with assistance from a consulting architect minimum size, programming and appropriate shape for the future site of the SW Montana Veterans’ Home.  The Commission will review, rank, visit each site submitted for consideration by Respondents.  Based upon the scoring outlined in the selection criteria, the Commission will make a recommendation to the governor by April 1, 2010 on the preferred site.
2.11
Proposal Content and Minimum Submittal Requirements
Respondents are encouraged to submit clear responses to the RFP.  Elaborate proposals are discouraged in favor of proposals which meet the requirements outlined herein.  Minimum requirements include the following:

· Title Report on subject property showing free and clear title

· Legal description of property showing property is at least 7 acres 

· Plat map showing property outboundary

· Letter signed by governmental entity stating a public hearing has taken place with notice to submit proposal, county and/or municipality has publicly endorsed preferred property

· Cursory geotechnical report

· Phase 1 Environmental Assessment

· Letter from the County committing to nominal payment of burial fees of residents of veterans’ home

