State Veterans Home Regulations - 38 CFR SECTION 51
Social Services - Sec. 51.100  

· A nursing home with 100 or more beds must employ a qualified social worker on a full-time basis.
· A social work license from the State in which the State home is located, if offered by the State (Montana requires a license Master’s degree to work independently.)
Nursing services - Sec. 51.130  
· The facility management must provide registered nurses 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
·  The director of nursing service must designate a registered nurse as a supervising nurse for each tour of duty.
· Based on the application and results of the case mix and staffing methodology, the director of nursing may serve in a dual role as director and as an onsite-supervising nurse only when the facility has an average daily occupancy of 60 or fewer residents in nursing home.
· Based on the application and results of the case mix and staffing methodology, the evening or night supervising nurse may serve in a dual role as supervising nurse as well as provides direct patient care only when the facility has an average daily occupancy of 60 or fewer residents in nursing home.
· The facility management must provide nursing services to ensure that there is direct care nurse staffing of no less than 2.5 hours per patient per 24 hours, 7 days per week in the portion of any building providing nursing home care.

Dietary services - Sec. 51.140  
· The facility management must employ a qualified dietitian either full-time, part-time, or on a consultant basis.

Physician services - Sec. 51.150  
· The resident must be seen by the primary physician at least once every 30 days for the first 90 days after admission, and at least once every 60 days thereafter, or more frequently based on the condition of the resident.
· At the option of the physician, required visits in the facility after the initial visit may alternate between personal visits by the physician and visits by a physician assistant, nurse practitioner, or clinical nurse specialist in accordance with paragraph. (A VA physician can not act as the medical director at a State Veterans Home.) 

Specialized rehabilitative services - Sec. 51.160  
· Provision of services. If specialized rehabilitative services such as but not limited to physical therapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy, and mental health services for mental illness are required in the resident's comprehensive plan of care, facility management must provide the required services.

Dental services - Sec. 51.170  
· A facility must, if necessary, assist the resident in making appointments by arranging for transportation to and from the dental services; and promptly refer residents with lost or damaged dentures to a dentist.

Physical environment - Sec. 51.200  
· The facility management must be designed, constructed, equipped, and maintained to protect the health and safety of residents, personnel and the public.
· Life safety from fire: The facility must meet the applicable provisions of the National Fire Protection Association's. (The VA adopts the most recent Fire Life Safety standards. The State Survey Agency has the authority to adopt new the new standards or survey the facility using an older standard)
