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Habilitation services are those services designed to assist consumers to acquire, retain and improve the self-help, socialization and adaptive skills necessary to reside successfully in home and community settings.  

INCLUDED SERVICES

Habilitation services provide social, training and/or health-related services to ensure optimal functioning. Habilitation also includes independent living evaluations and training services which will enhance the consumer's ability to achieve maximum independence in homemaking, personal hygiene, money management, transportation, housing and use of community resources.

LIMITATIONS

Habilitation services do not include educational services, which are not reimbursable under HCBS.

HABILITATION AIDE

Habilitation aides assist consumers to acquire, retain and improve self help, socialization and adaptive skills to reside successfully in the community.

REQUIREMENTS
Habilitation aides must be physically and mentally able to perform the duties required and able to follow written orders.

PAYMENT TO LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALS

Payment for this service may be made to legally responsible individuals, if the program criteria are met.  Refer to HCBS 604-1.

RESIDENTIAL HABILITATION

Residential habilitation is provided in a group home or a specialized adult residential care facility.  Under special circumstances and with prior approval from Central Office, residential habilitation could be provided to a child in a foster care setting.

COVERED SERVICES

Residential habilitation is a bundled service that includes habilitation to meet the specific needs of each resident; homemaker services; medication oversight; money management; social activities; personal care; recreational activities at least twice a week, transportation; medical escort; and 24-hour on-site awake staff to meet the needs of the residents and provide supervision for safety and security.  

LIMITATIONS

This service is a care category three service and must be initially prior-authorized by the Department.  Refer to HCBS 403.  Medicaid reimbursement for room and board is prohibited so the consumer must pay room and board costs.  

REQUIREMENTS

The group home and adult residential care facility must be licensed by the State of Montana.  The home must be wheel chair accessible, have an accessible bathroom/shower and, provide 24-hour awake staff.  Staff must have 8 hours of documented brain injury and disability specific training for staff. This training must be verified annually by the case management team. 

RETAINER PAYMENTS

Providers of this service may be eligible for retainer payments if authorized by the case management team Retainer days are days on which the consumer is either in the hospital, nursing facility, or on vacation.  Payment for retainer days may not exceed 30 days or 720 hours per plan of care year.  Refer to HCBS 410.  If negotiated rates include vacancy savings, retainer days are not allowed, as it would be a duplication of service.
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