April 24, 2007

Sweet Grass Lodge

Chester MT
Ethel Maria Strom was born in a claim shack on  February 27th, 1904, near the small town of Sherwood, North Dakota. She was the oldest of three sisters and two brothers.   It is a port of entry to Canada.  Our farm was four miles from the Canadian line. We did a lot of shopping in Canada.   My parents were Swedish immigrants so the children spoke Swedish.  

North Dakota had a consolidated school, the first one there.  So we were lucky to have three teachers, a  home for the teachers and eight bus drivers (eight team horse driven canvas covered buses) as they took in all the children from Eden Valley Township.

So when I started school I could not speak English.  When I talked they laughed and said, “What is she talking about?”  I just didn’t want to go back.  But my parents said I had to go to school.

Finally Dad said, “If we let your sister go, will you go?   Yes I would.  All was fine.  That teacher had her regular class of twenty, plus a Norwegian girl who was 19 and my sister, Lydia (2 years younger) and I. She was busy.

I loved school after I learned the English language.  I put in thirteen years there.  We had many good time such as the May Pole dances and I made my own dress for the event. Also, basket socials, baseball games, nature lessons and painting lessons.  My sister, Lydia and I attended Minot Teachers College.  We both taught school for about tens years.  I finally got married on June 25, 1933 and Edward and I lived close to James Town and Valley City.  We farmed near Ypsilanti for nearly forty years.  In the fall of 1986 after 54 years of marriage and close to 40 years of farming we sold out and moved to Chester Montana to be near our daughter and family.  I didn’t want to move but have learned to like Montana, too.

I think we will make big advances in health care education and technology.

My favorite saying, “Never give up”.

Mrs. Strom hand wrote the above story. To obtain her insight and wisdom on the remaining questions I met with her at the Fitness Xpress (Chester).  As we visited she rode the stationary bicycle four miles in twenty-three minutes.  Her personal trainer encouraged her to stop at three miles (her usual 5 days a week) she just kept on pedaling and reminiscing with her fond memories and wisdom.  

Living a long life

“Just live.  I don’t know the SECRET, I just live”.

The most wonderful event in your life.

I think after I grew up, coming back to my small town.  It had just rained that day and there was a big beautiful rainbow and a sign saying, “Welcome home” for our 50-year high school class of 1924 reunion.  The town of Sherwood had a population of 743 people.  My class of 1924 was the first graduating class of Sherwood High School.

What do you think of television, telephone & the computer?

It’s a wonderful thing.  Makes life a lot easier than it use to be.  With out a telephone we had to depend on a horse to get to a neighbor for help,  when something happened at home.

 Ethel’s motto is “ You can make friends no matter where you live”.

Mrs. Strom hand wrote the above story for me to read. To obtain her insight and wisdom on the remaining questions I met with her at the Fitness Xpress (Chester).  As we visited she rode the stationary bicycle four miles in twenty-three minutes.  Her personal trainer encouraged her to stop at three miles (her usual  done 5 days a week) she just kept on pedaling and reminiscing with her fond memories and wisdom.  

Living a long life

“Just live.  I don’t know the SECRET, I just live”.

The most wonderful event in your life.

I think after I grew up, coming back to my small town.  It had just rained that day and there was a big beautiful rainbow and a sign saying, “Welcome home” for our 50-year high school class of 1924 reunion.  The town of Sherwood had a population of 743 people.  My class was the first graduating class of Sherwood High School.

 What do you think of television, telephone & the computer?

It’s a wonderful thing. 

Ethel Maria Strom

Mrs. Strom hand wrote the above story. To obtain her insight and wisdom on the remaining questions I met with her at the Fitness Xpress (Chester).  As we visited she rode the stationary bicycle four miles in twenty-three minutes.  Her personal trainer encouraged her to stop at three miles (her usual 5 days a week) but  she just kept on pedaling and reminiscing with her fond memories and wisdom.  

