Gladys Olsen

Bozeman, Montana
The Bozeman Senior Center is so very proud to present Gladys Olsen as our outstanding Centenarian for 2007.   Gladys was born in Middletown, New York, over 100 years ago.   Gladys, an only child, also came from very hearty stock, with her mother living to the age of 97 and her father to the age of 83.

Gladys graduated from high school in Middletown and went on to Business School, there, also.   After graduation, Gladys took a job with the City of Middletown and worked there as an accounting clerk for 27 years.

Gladys was married and had two sons, one of which has passed away.   Her son, Bob and his wife, Sherry, live in Bozeman, Montana.   So in 1994, Gladys made the big move to Bozeman, to live closer to her son.   At the time, Gladys said, "I really didn't want to move to Bozeman.   It is so cold there." But because her son urged her to come, she gave in and moved to Bozeman.   Gladys has three grandsons, and three great grandchildren.   She is looking forward to going to Denver in June for her great granddaughter's wedding.

When Gladys was asked what her secret to longevity was, she said, with a smile on her face, "It must be God's will."

Her most amazing event in her life has to be "celebrating her 100th birthday party at the Senior Center with her family and friends," in September, 2006.

When her son, Bob, came down to the Senior Center to reserve the Center for her birthday party everyone at the front desk was sure Bob was talking about someone else who was going to be 100 years old.   "There is no way Gladys could possibly be 100 years old, she looks so young."

Gladys Olsen, Bozeman, Montana,  59715

At the age of 100,  Gladys enjoys coming to the Senior Center every 

Wednesday and Friday afternoons to play an afternoon of Bridge.   She also enjoys playing pinochle in her spare time. The staff at the Senior Center especially look forward to seeing Gladys come in the Center for a fun afternoon. Gladys walks in very briskly, without the aid of a walker or a cane, she doesn't need glasses, but she does have a hearing aid. Gladys is as sharp as a tack.   What an amazing lady.

When I told Gladys she would be standing up front with the Lieutenant Governor she smiled and said, “The last time I stood up in front of a bunch of people was in my high school graduating class."  Gladys graduated in a class of 90.

When Gladys was asked how she felt now about having moved to Bozeman thirteen years ago, she again smiled and said “It was the best move I ever made.   I love it here.  I have so many friends, it's a great place to live."   Gladys is now looking forward to celebrating her 101st birthday on September 27th.

Gladys, you are indeed, an amazing centenarian.
