The following publications are available from the Local Government Center,
Wilson Hall, Montana State University, Bozeman, MT 59717

Governing Montana at the Grass Roots: Local Government Structure, Process and Politics
June, 2002, by Kenneth L. Weaver

The author examines the architecture, politics and needed reforms of Montana’s local gov ern-
ments in the context of the American federal system and Montana state government. Included is
a critical analysis of the Montana political system and a detailed description of how local poli-
tics shape the policy decisions of county and municipal officials. Other chapters detail local
taxes and finances, functions of county and municipal governments and special districts, and
self-government powers. Includes the U.S. and Montana Constitutions. ($25.00 plus $3.00
shipping and handling.)

“Coordination and Communication: A Look at Gallatin County Criminal Justice System
Planning”

July, 2002, Eric Bryson

This is a research paper to explore the utilization of the Gallatin County Detention Center and
the benefits of local justice planning and coordination. The research suggests alternatives to
incarceration which might provide more cost-effective planning for detention center space
requirements. (No charge)

Montana’s Local Government Review

February 2001, by Kenneth L. Weaver and Judith A. Mathre

The work documents the recommendations and electoral outcomes of every county and munici-
pal voter review study commission for all three cycles of Montana’s local government review.
Includes an analysis and comparison of local government forms, functions and powers as well as
sample charters for each type of local government.($20.00 plus $3.00 shipping and handling.)

Fiscal Impacts of Alternative Development Patterns: Broadwater & Gallatin Counties, MT
October, 1997, by Mark Haggerty

The paper details 2 county fiscal impact studies in SW Montana. In both studies the findings are
clear: farmland and open space provide local governments with a surplus of revenue from
property taxes and other revenue sources while residential development drains local govern- ment
coffers. (No charge)
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