AUTHORIZATION FOR VACCINE ADMINISTRATION
IN THE ABSENCE OF PARENT


[bookmark: _GoBack]Policy: (Your Clinic Name Here) requires the presence of a parent or guardian for administration of vaccines to children under the age of 18. Evidence of legal guardianship or parental written authorization of another person is obtained prior to the vaccination of the child.

Procedure: Parent accompanying the child receives Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) for each vaccine prior to the administration of the vaccine. Written custodial evidence or written parental authorization is presented if child is accompanied by other than a parent.

1. The nurse reviews the VIS and gives the parent, legal guardian or authorized adult the VIS.
 
2. On the child’s first visit to (Your Clinic’s Name Here) for immunization, the staff member inquires as to the relationship of the child to the accompanying adult.
· If it is a parent, the staff member inquires if there is a possibility someone else may bring the child in the future, (such as grandparent, care provider, etc.). If so, the parent is asked to complete the immunization consent form.
· Form is placed in the child’s file.

3. If the child has a legal guardian, the guardian is asked for the custody/guardianship papers. A copy is made of pertinent pages, being sure to get the signature page. The copy is placed in the child’s file and original is immediately returned to the guardian.

4. In the event the child has recently been placed in foster care, authorization can be obtained by contacting the worker at the Department of Family Services or Bureau of Indian Affairs Social Service, whichever agency is responsible for the child.

5. If the child and parent are known to the clinic and the child is brought by someone other than the parent and documented as “phone permission” in the child’s file, the documentation must be dated and signed by the staff member who spoke with the parent.
