STARS CONTACTS

Jamie Palagi, Early Childhood Services Bureau Chief

444-1828, jpalagi@mt.gov

Contact when unable to resolve issues at a lower level or for general over-all questions relating to the
Child Care & Development Fund, Child and Adult Care Food Program, Head Start State Collaboration,
Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems, Montana Teen Parent Program, Best Beginnings Advisory
Council, public/private partnerships, Legislative/EPP items, School Readiness, Career Development and
Early Childhood Project Contract.

Leann Worden, Best Beginnings Quality Program Officer, ECSB

329-1321, lworden@mt.gov

329-1324 (fax)

2677 Palmer, Suite 222, Missoula, MT 59808

Contact regarding Best Beginnings STARS to Quality field test, participants and assessors,
Apprenticeship Program, Environmental Rating Scale training, Special needs and inclusion programs.

Rhonda Schwenke, Best Beginnings Quality Program Officer, ECSB

466-2325, rschwenke@mt.gov

466-2326 (fax)

PO Box 822 Choteau, MT 59422

Contact regarding early learning guidelines, CCR&R provider services, coaching, and other STARS
infrastructure support, STAR kit, Certified Infant Toddler Caregiver Program, Certified Preschool
Teacher Program.

Chris Hettinger, Budget Analyst, ECSB

444-2803, chettinger@mt.gov

Contact for payment exceptions, budget issues, audit issues, mini grants, lost or undelivered checks or
requests for warrants replacement for all ECSB contracts and services, accounts receivable, legislative
data questions.

Renne’t Sarbu, Procurement Officer/Contract Specialist, ECSB

444-5925, resarbu@mt.gov

Contact for issues regarding payments for all Child Care Unit Contracts, which include grants, CCR&R
Contracts, MOST grants, inclusive child care, and budget modifications, RFP single point of contact
and process questions.

Sarah Adams, Administrative Assistant & LCP/LCI Program Specialist, ECSB

444-9120, sadams2@mt.gov

Contact for issues regarding LCP/LCI approval, merit pay processing, forms needs, website updates, and
general administrative assistance.

Christy Hill Larson, Early Childhood Project
444-7067, christyhl@montana.edu
Contact for questions regarding CSEFEL and cultural competency.

Ann Klaas, Early Childhood Project
1-800-213-6310, ann.klaas@montant.edu
Contact for questions regarding training approvals and approved trainings.

Libby Hancock, Early Childhood Project
1-800-213-6310, libbyh@montana.edu
Contact for questions regarding ECP.

Ann Buss, Supervisor/MCHC, Family & Community Health Bureau

444-4119, abuss@mt.gov
1400 East Broadway, Room A-116 PO Box 202951 Helena, MT 59620

Contact for questions regarding Oral Health and Open Wide training.



Lori Rowe, Immunization Program

444-2969, Irowe@mt.gov

1400 Broadway Room C211/Cogswell Building Helena, MT 59620

Contact for questions regarding Immunization criteria, and to send 6 month review form PHHS 107 to.

Sandra Morris, Inclusion Outreach Coordinator, Child Care +
1-800-235-4122, sandra.morris@ruralinstitute.umt.edu

700 SW Higgins Avenue, Suite 250 Missoula, MT 59803
Contact for questions regarding Inclusion.

Shelly Meyer, Child Care Health Consultant

1-800-728-6446, shelly@childcareresources.org

105 E Pine, Lower Level Missoula, MT 59802

Contact for questions regarding general health consultation and support, health inventory and checklists,
Safe Sleep and Medication | & Il trainings

Patty Butler, Early Childhood Consultant

Work 538-8936 Cell 366-3061, kidslst@midrivers.com
344 Castle Ridge Drive Lewistown, MT 59457
Contact for questions regarding PAS/BAS trainings.

Stephanie Goetz, Quality Assurance Division Child Care Licensing
444-1510, stgoetz@mt.gov
Contact for questions regarding licensing and Mandatory Reporting trainings.

Mary Musil, CACFP Program Manager
444-4086, mmusil@mt.gov
Contact for issues that are not resolved at a lower level concerning the CACFP.

Lisa Francescutti, CACFP Program Specialist

444-2674, Ifrancescutti@mt.gov

Contact for questions about the CACFP regarding sponsors, centers, and Head Start programs, gold
systems, web claims.

Deby McNally, CACFP Program Specialist

444-2789, dmcnally@mt.gov

Contact for questions about the CACFP regarding sponsors, centers, and Head Start programs, special
events, newsletter.

Liv Steinbarth, CACFP Program Specialist

444-9467, Isteinbarth@mt.gov

Contact for questions about the CACFP regarding sponsors, centers, and Head Start programs, nutrition
and training as it relates to CACFP.

Diane Edgar, CACFP Administrative Assistant
444-4347, dedgar@mt.gov
Contact regarding contract issues, payments, SPWA, pre-approvals, and general CACFP questions.

To contact your local CCR&R Coach, follow this link and click on your area for
agency contact information:
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/childcare/resourceandreferral/index.shtml




