	Project Description

	Name:  Suicide Prevention

	$$ Available:  800,000 for biennium
	Date Available:  July 1, 2007

	FTE Needed (N) or Available (A):  one FTE authorized

	Goals/Expected Outcomes:
1. hire suicide prevention officer under direction of DPHHS director
2. coordinate all suicide prevention activities being conducted by DPHHS including activities in AMDD, HRD, PHSD and coordinate with any suicide prevention activities that are conducted by other state agencies, including OPI, DOC and the university system
3. develop a biennial suicide reduction plan that addresses reducing suicides 

4.  direct a statewide suicide prevention program that includes a statewide public awareness campaign (and one that is culturally appropriate for Indians), research, training for medical professionals, school personnel, social service providers and the general public on recognizing the early warning signs of suicidality
5.  provide grants to communities or other entities to start new or sustain existing suicide prevention activities

6.  DPHHS provide a 24/7 suicide hotline staffed by paid trained employees

7.  DPHHS conduct an annual review of hotline utilization and operator performance

	Expected Start Date:  Hire position by 9-1-07;  24/7 hotline available by 1-1-08

	Scope of Work

	Rules Development:

	Policy & Procedures Manual:  statewide prevention plan

	Resources Needed - 

	   Internal:  office space, related employee expenses

	   External:  

	Data Needs:  hotline utilization

	System Development (MMIS, billing, prior authorization process):

	Interactions
Please include who, why, when and how.

	Public Meetings:  DPHHS must initiate a public comment period of not less than 21 days for the suicide reduction plan during which members of mental health advocacy groups and other interested parties may submit comments on and suggestions for the plan.  DPHHS shall produce a final plan, which takes public comment into account, no later than 60 days after the close of the comment period.

	MHOAC:

	SAAs:  

	AMDD Bureau to Bureau:

	Other Important Info

	1. biennial suicide reduction plan must be submitted to legislature as provided in 5-11-210 (by 9-1-08, must report to appropriate legislative interim committee following procedure outlined in statute)
2. plan must include an assessment of both risk and protective factors impacting Montana’s suicide rate, specific activities to reduce suicide, concrete targets for suicide reduction among various demographic populations, and measurable outcomes for all activities.   The plan must include information on all existing state suicide reduction activities for all state agencies, as well as any known local or tribal suicide reduction activities.

3. plan must be published on DPHHS website and submitted to the appropriate interim committee of the legislature, the director of the department and the governor.

	Updates

	10/12/07 - Position description has been approved and will be advertised the week of October 17.
11/7/07 - Interviews for Suicide Prevention Coordinator were conducted on Oct 30 and
 Nov 1; hiring decision will be announced soon
12/17/07 – Karl Rosston, LCSW, begins as Suicide Prevention Coordinator.

12/27/07 – Met with Prevention Resource Center to determine available resources.

12/28/07 – Site visit with the Help Center in Bozeman.

1/3/08 – Site visit with Voices of Hope in Great Falls
1/08 – Contact with several school districts concerning school-based suicide prevention curriculum.
1/10/08 – Met with the Mental Health Oversight Advisory Council concerning suicide prevention.

2/26/08 – Met with the Yellowstone Public Health about suicide prevention efforts and toured the Crisis Center. 

2/27/08 – Attended the Planting Seeds of Hope meeting in Billings concerning partnering with tribal representatives on suicide prevention efforts.

3/4/08 – Presented at Big Timber Mental Health Advisory Board.

3/19/08 – Met with DexOnline.  They will have national suicide prevention hotline number in all Montana phonebooks in March.

3/19/08- Received PSA on suicide prevention.

3/20/08 - Received ten SOS kits to be distributed to any high school that wants to implement the evidenced-based suicide prevention curriculum.

3/22/08 -  Finalized contracts with Voices of Hope and Help Center for Statewide Suicide Prevention Crisis Line to go online on April 1.

3/25/08 - Work group met for revising the State Strategic Suicide Prevention Plan.

3/28 and 3/29/08 – Implemented SOS at the Townsend High School, presenting to over 220 students.
4/10/08 – Provided SOS kit to Livingston School District

4/17/08 – Presented on youth suicide at the Spring Public Health Conference.
4/19/08 – Submitted proposal for SAMHSA grant for youth suicide prevention (Garrett Lee Smith Grant)

4/19/08 – Developing tapes of PSA for statewide television and radio spots through Montana Broadcaster’s Association.

4/22/08 – Planning CIT training through collaboration with DPHHS and Department of Justice.

4/23/08 – Provided SOS kits to Bozeman School District
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