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The Preventive Health and Health Services (PHHS) Block Grant provides funding for health problems in Montana that range from emergency medical services to intended pregnancy.  PHHS Block Grant dollars fund a total of 15 different Montana health programs.  

PHHS Block Grant funds allow Montana to use dollars where we need them, when we need them to protect the public’s health.  Montana focuses the majority of its PHHS Block Grant funds in the areas of Chronic Disease Prevention & Health Promotion, Communicable Disease Control & Prevention, Emergency Medical Services & Injury Prevention, Immunization, Oral Health, Poison Control, Rape and Sexual Assault, Family Planning, Tuberculosis, and Capacity Building.  Examples follow of programs that serve our state's unique health needs through the PHHS Block Grant:
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Emergency Medical Services & Injury Prevention Program

PHHS Block Grant funds are used to provide technical assistance and expertise to local emergency medical services providers and local government.  Trauma is the leading cause of death for Montanans from the ages of 1-44 and is the third leading cause of death overall.  Reducing deaths caused by unintentional injuries can be accomplished by improving the education and training of pre-hospital emergency medical service providers, improving EMS system coordination through technical assistance and education, and by maintaining data systems.
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Community Health Promotion Programs 

PHHS Block Grant funds are used to deliver community health promotion programs in the areas of nutrition, physical activity, cardiovascular health, diabetes and breast and cervical health.  In Fiscal Year 2003, the Montana Breast and Cervical Health Program (MBCHP) provided screening services in all 56 counties and screened over 2,750 women; the Montana Cardiovascular Health Program (CVH) expanded its Walk-to-School Day efforts, reaching 29 schools with over 7,000 students participating; and the number of certified diabetes educators has increased from less than 35 in 1997 to over 60.
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Rape or Attempted Rape – Sexual Assault Program

PHHS Block Grant funds are used to support the domestic violence/rape crisis programs in providing direct services and prevention activities in their local service areas.  Services included direct crisis intervention and advocacy services to victims, operating crisis hotlines, providing training to professionals and volunteers on sexual assault, and prevention education.  In Fiscal Year 2003, rape and sexual assault prevention sites provided services to approximately 1,438 women and men ages 18 and over. 
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Tuberculosis Prevention Program

PHHS Block Grant funds are used to develop a statewide, targeted testing and treatment program reducing the number of infected individuals in the state.  Tuberculosis case rates in Montana declined by 67% from 2001 to 2003.
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Robert E. Wynia, M.D., Director, Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services:

"The Preventive Health Block has historically supported funding solutions to Montana's public health problems.  Montana has developed a reputation for creatively utilizing these flexible resources to prioritize a wide range of public health activities that have made a difference in health status."

Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services

Contact Information:

Julie Frickel, PHHS Block Grant Coordinator

Phone: 406-444-3823

jfrickel@mt.gov
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