Montana Achievements with

Preventive Health & Health Services Block Grant Funds

Montana Department of Public Health & Human Services supports a wide array of basic public health services and programs using the Preventive Health & Health Services (PHHS) Block Grant funds.  Without this important source of funding, many important public health issues would not be addressed.  Below are highlights of achievements from the federal grant year 04 (10/1/03 through 9/30/04).

· PHHS Block Grant funding is the sole support for Montana’s statewide Latent TB Infection Treatment Program.  This program provides medication for primary prevention of tuberculosis disease in individuals who have (inactive) tuberculosis infection.  Based on national estimates of the costs to treat one person with uncomplicated TB disease, this translates to a potential savings of $400,000 in disease prevention costs.  Strengthening targeted testing programs of high-risk groups continues to be a priority for county and tribal health departments.

· PHHS Block Grant funds provided support to the third Summer Public Health Institute on the Montana State University campus in Bozeman for almost 200 public health professionals.  Courses were offered in public health law and policies, risk communications, environmental health, epidemiology, public health practice and leadership, and program evaluation.  The Training Institute also provided Internet and other distance learning courses and specially designed computer courses for public health professionals in many locations throughout Montana.  The Institute promotes these opportunities to the over 1400 public health workers in Montana.

· The DPHHS Oral Health Program, in collaboration with the Montana State University College of Technology Dental Hygiene collected data and information reflecting the oral health status of residents of long-term care facilities and provided in-service training for direct service providers regarding proper daily oral hygiene for elderly and special needs patients.  The Montana Dental Hygienists and Dentists were provided informational materials on the Tobacco Quitline and oral cd/x brush biopsy kits for detecting cancerous lesions.  PHHS Block Grant funds are the only funds available to support this project.
· PHHS Block Grant funds continue to fund a portion of the Montana Poison Control System.  Montana contracts with the Denver Rocky Mountain Poison Center to manage, via toll-free telephone services with toxicological experts, an estimated 11,500 poisoning cases per year.  Data shows that every dollar spent on Poison Center services saves $7.00 in health care costs.  Over 60% of the calls receive by the Poison Center are handled over the phone – meaning as many as 6,600 people did not have to go the emergency room or their personal physician to determine if they had a medical emergency or not.

· The Emergency Medical Services Trauma System coordinates and conducts Advanced Trauma Life Support programs for physicians and physician extenders, especially in rural and remote areas.   PHHS Block Grant funds were used to provide additional training to accommodate a backlog of students and an instructor course.

· Montana’s Public Health Data System (PHDS) is the core software application supporting local public health service delivery.  The project uses the latest technology to deliver the application over the Internet, making this resource available to even the most remote public health agencies.

PHHS block grant funds have allowed the PHDS to be expanded to 54 of Montana’s 56 counties.  Currently 68% of all children in the State are enrolled in the statewide immunization registry. 
· PHHS Block Grant funds allowed for purchase of Adult Hepatitis B Vaccine for adults seen in public clinics for counseling and testing for HIV/STD.  The adults seen for other STDs are at great risk for hepatitis B viral disease as well.  During the grant year, 3,131doses of adult hepatitis B vaccine were provided for the HIV/STD Counseling & Testing sites in Montana.

· During this grant year, Montana’s county health departments and community health centers received 250 doses of Pneumococcal 23-Valent Vaccine for high-risk adults, with no insurance or 3rd party payer for vaccine coverage.  One important use of the vaccine is for the adult diabetic clients.  This is the only publicly funded adult pneumococcal vaccine available to these clinics. 

· The PHHS Block Grant also supports Childhood Immunization Activities and Registries in county health departments located in our most populous counties - Cascade, Flathead, Gallatin, Lewis & Clark, Missoula and Yellowstone.  The amount of increase of children in the registry aged 2 years has increased 10% over the last 12 month period. 

· During the federal grant year 04, PHHS Block Grant funds provided Hepatitis C Antibody Testing for 811 at-risk clients seen in public clinics.  If current estimates are correct, 70% to 90% of the estimated 16,000 Montanans that go on to develop the chronic form of hepatitis C will serve as a source of transmission of hepatitis C to other individuals.  Many of these chronically infected individuals are unaware of their infection and may not be clinically ill.  Therefore, identification of the individuals with chronic hepatitis C infection must remain a major prevention strategy.  Five regional workshops for health care professionals providing counseling and care were provided.

· During this grant year, Montana conducted an assessment of its public health system using the National Public Health Standards for State Public Health Systems.  Results of the assessment indicate there are significant opportunities to improve performance.  Montana’s state public health system is meeting 30 of 40 model standards to some extent, with one standard fully met, two “substantially met,” twenty-seven “partially met,” and ten “not met,” according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s scoring criteria.  Results will be used to improve the quality of services and programs provided. In April 2004, an assessment report Vital Signs: Assessing Montana’s State Public Health System was published and distributed statewide.

· The Family Planning Program provides medical, educational, counseling, and referral services to approximately 28,000 individuals throughout the state each year.  Services are provided through 15 contractors delivering services at 32 locations.  Comprehensive family planning services were provided to 801 clients at or below 150% of poverty.

· Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault programs are located in communities across the state of Montana.  PHHS Block Grant funds are used by community contractors to provide immediate support services to sur​vivors of sexual assault and to reduce trauma caused by sexual assault and rape by offering crisis hotlines, crisis intervention counseling and other support services.  2,641 calls concerning rape and/or sexual assault via crisis interventions.  Sites provide educational seminars and distribute educational materials throughout their communities to increase the awareness and knowledge of sexual assault and rape prevention.
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